Expert Opinions

Ian Duncan, Ph.D.

Dr. Duncan on Battery Cages(1)
(UEP guidelines recommend barren battery cages.)

“Hens in battery cages are prevented from performing several natural behaviour patterns....The biggest
source of frustration is undoubtedly the lack of nesting opportunity.”(2)

“The lack of physical space may actually prevent them from adopting certain postures or performing
particular behaviours.”(3)

“[T)he difficulty of inspecting cages means that the welfare of the birds is at some risk.”(4)

“The lack of space in battery cages reduces welfare by preventing hens from adopting certain
postures—such as an erect posture with the head raised—and performing particular behaviors—such
as wing-flapping.”(5)

Dr. Duncan on “Beak Trimming”
(UEP guidelines recommend “beak trimming” without painkiller.)

“There is now good morphological, neurophysical, and behavioral evidence that beak trimming leads
to both chronic and acute pain.”(6)

Dr. Duncan on Forced Molting
(UEP guidelines do not prohibit forced molting.)

“[T]he evidence suggests that hens suffer enormously during forced molting.”(7)

Joy Mench, Ph.D.

Dr. Mench on Battery Cages
(UEP guidelines recommend barren battery cages.)

Note: Dr. Mench sat on the UEP’s advisory committee for its animal welfare guidelines, which
recommend 67 square inches of cage space per bird for white laying hens, an amount of space Dr.
Mench calls “meager”:

“The recommended space allowance for laying hens in some countries is 60-80 square inches per hen,

barely enough for the hen to turn around and not enough for her to perform normal comfort behaviors;
however, many hens are allowed less than even that meager amount.”(8)
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Dr. Mench on “Beak Trimming”
(UEP guidelines recommend “beak trimming” without painkiller.)

Mench: “Chickens explore their environment with their beaks. They like to pick things up, and that’s
their main way of exploring and touching and feeling things.”

NPR: “So, cutting off the beak is a big deal, if you’re a hen?”
Mench: “It’s definitely a big deal.”(9)

Dr. Mench on Forced Molting
(UEP guidelines do not prohibit forced molting.)

“The bird is starved. Yes, the bird is starved. I don’t like to see hungry animals not being given
food.”(10)

Lesley J. Rogers, Ph.D.

Dr. Rogers on Battery Cages
(UEP guidelines recommend barren battery cages.)

Referring to battery cages, Dr. Rogers writes: “In no way can these living conditions meet the demands
of a complex nervous system designed to form a multitude of memories and make complex
decisions.”(11)

Michael Baxter, Ph.D.

Dr. Baxter on Battery Cages
(UEP guidelines recommend barren battery cages.)

“The space available in a battery cage does not allow hens even to stand still in the way they would in
a more spacious environment. Some behaviours are completely inhibited by confinement in a cage
causing a progressive accumulation of motivation to perform the behaviours.”(12)

“When crowded together this regulatory system breaks down and the hens appear to be in a chronic
state of social stress, perpetually trying to get away from their cagemates, not able to express
dominance relations by means of spacing and not even able to resolve social conflict by means of

aggression.”(13)

“[T1he frustration of nesting motivation is likely to cause significant suffering to the hen during the
prelaying period every day.”(14)

“Hens without access to perches may have more welfare problems resulting from increased aggression,
reduced bone strength, impaired foot condition and higher feather loss.”(15)



“The fact that hens are restricted from exercising to such an extent that they are unable to maintain the
strength of their bones is probably the greatest single indictment of the battery cage. The increased
incidence of bone breakage which results is a serious welfare insult.”(16)

Michael Appleby, Ph.D.
Dr. Appleby on the UEP Guidelines

“We believe the egg industry still has a long way to go before they can claim to be treating animals
humanely....The proposal put forth recognizes that animal welfare is a consideration, but it fails to
address the worst abuses that are standard practice in the egg industry.”(17)

Eric Dunayer, DVM
Dr. Dunayer on the UEP Guidelines

“In the end, the UEP’s guidelines do little more than codify already present industry practices. The
proposed increase in space allotted to each chicken is both insignificant and falls well short of the area
a chicken needs to carry out her normal behaviors.”(18)

The Humane Society of the United States

“The United Egg Producers is not tackling the systematic abuses within the industry that severely
compromise the welfare of individual birds....[The UEP guidelines] seem designed more to mollify
consumers than to address the extreme animal welfare abuses that have become the norm in this
industry.”(19)
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